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speaking
about this
place,
because it

is not

clear

whether it exists after it has been described. Actually it isn’t clear it has existed

l . l i3

anyway, because it is still an imaginary place, I think.  It’s called The Conceptual Youth Hostel.

My curiosity about this place began at a hard-to-define point. However, I can say that one time I became aware of an old man reading on a bench identical to
mine in a park in a foreign
country. Whether it was
because he was several
meters away, because of my
poor eyes, or because of the
evening sunlight, his features
seemed generic and almost

prototypical. I soon realized

that this was me in the future.

1 did not see what he was reading.

This place I mentioned (reluctantly) is a zone where experience does not necessarily turn into capital. I imagined an old man

living there permanently. His bunk, among all those that had been wiped clean and thrown into the hamper day after day, had

.
{f;‘{\ : A been domesticated. His bed has its own blanket and his wall has its own special pictures and maps on it. It changes over time.
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True, describing an
imaginary place might be a
gesticulation jointed with
doubt, however
benevolent; constructing a
thought-place might
eliminate the very
possibility of the thought’ s
placeness through
describing it. A bunk is full
is empty; ifwe
acknowledge that as
paradox we are left merely

with two real places.
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Annex

The print shop was closed for two weeks during Chinese New Year.

We travelled to my colleague’s hometown of Yuci in Sha’anxi province for a short trip. After lunch and a stroll around the old town, we asked about
visiting some of the caves we had seen on the train ride, and were driven to Hougou, a small town in the sharp, arid hills nearby, where the homes are
built into mountainsides. Walking up the steep rocky paths leading up through the town, I could imagine that with its winding river, donkeys and willow
trees it was quite charming in the summertime, even with an influx of noisy tourists (for whom it was prepared, with antiquey posters pasted to the rock
walls, brass plaques and a shuttered café). I followed a sign that indicated the Mountain God Shrine. On the shoulder of a ridge, echoes of faraway
firecrackers rumbled along the terraces and ditches folding in the shadows of the sun’s reddish glow as it sank into its cradle of particulates. Farther
along on a plateau there was a labyrinth made of bamboo and colorful ribbons, and some young people approached it, speaking a local dialect. One of
them seemed to be observing me now and then, which wasn’t surprising, as I had been the object of many stares since stepping off the train in Taiyuan.
But then I noticed that she looked quite familiar.

I asked her if she knew me. We looked at one another strangely, but I suspected she knew from where. Slowly it emerged that I knew her from the print shop
where I have been writing this very document, but she had come back to Hougo to visit her family, who lives in one of these cave-houses, where she
had grown up. I was too dazed by this coincidence to ask to see inside the house.

After the print shop opened again I came back to work on this document and found the atmosphere had changed. Nobody here seemed at all interested in my

project anymore, and I felt that my presence was an imposition. As if they suspected I had followed this girl to her hometown.
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