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m Garden’s largast Valenciano pumpkin was repossessed by a neoliberal individualist.
of jungle « nd self-interest, it's survival of the fittest. However, another ¢itizen of
Jcuroita papo as a consolation. The Garden, a microcosmic battleground of the future!
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ownied amenities like postal services and telecommunications
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have been denationalized over the last decades. But the timing

of the TPP with all sorts of developments in the direction of

competition, ncluding hospitals. health insurance, education,

heightened copyright laws and reduced labor regulations. is Foml e T RS R N S s T
what makes this a novel juncture. '

[his kind of competitive sociely is open to any company to CDLIBBEHRCBLV T HELTRTOZ
join—we can look to precedents, for instance, where foreign ERERTOMBOBICBLEBRANEERTHES
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regulated.
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marmer of speaking is freedon: The freedom to compete. the BIELOSERDRASNAD FAZI5 4> 02007
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Naomi Klein's widelv-read book

freedom from government
2007 The Shock Doctrine argues that this kind of freedom is

mu.li]j. nol democratically decided. and ['lct]ncni[\ enforced

there a genuine desire for this kind of freedom, so that we can
all con npete?
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In the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations, educaton 15 treated as pan
of the “trade in services.” Market mechanisms have been introduced in
education for long enough that a consumer's attitude is widespread among
recipients of education in Japan, “users” buy the "services” produced by
school. Furthermore, about 10 years ago, corporations joined the public
school system in running administrations. The current Abe government's
neoliberal agenda of “Education Rebuilding” emphasizes a nationalistic
focus as well as production in the global economy, which may propel
children toward competition, with probable increases in social inequality.
TPP Museum invited three different professionals to tell the story about
developments at junior high school, in educational administration and in
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What has changed the most in your school after the “Education Rebuilding”
was declared by the first Abe cabinet?

In 2007, fundamental educational law was broadly revised after an interval of
60 years. The guidelines were revised o underline traditional culture among all
subjects. The second Abe Cabinet requested conerete plans for teaching, or
example, based on the primie minister’s stated ntent to instil “patriotism,” the
curriculum was reinforced to rebuild a nationalistic identity among children. In
reality, few people dislike Japan and few teachers are following this agenda, but it
is possible the current young teachers, still docile, are willing to yield to authority
and may follow orders without question. Also the government has successfully
ntervened in the content of textbooks to inereasingly push a nationalistic focus,
so children more and more encounter a certain set of values.

Another issue is the upgrading of moral education: morality is becoming a
lL‘(]llil(‘t]. 35-howur class as I'L'qllt'xk‘ti by officials. Untl |l'('|:|1l|_\', teachers !.'ulgl'.l
their own values within the homeroom, and at lanch time morality was taught
to children by experiencing communication and cooperation. However, the
content of morality class will be idealized by the government intervening,
making it difficult to introduce diverse opinions and values and through the
experiences of other activity-based fonns

How about the teachers unions? Is there any protest against this new system?
[ach teachers union stated opposition, however this type of organization itself
is gelting weaker due to decreasing membership vear by year from the 90s,
when alinost 100% of teachers participated, but decreased to 30-40% al present.
Farticularly because the younger generation of teachers has different relations to
the unmion from the seniors, there is no understanding of the basic :|(E\';|nlugcs ol
joining a union. Thev also have alack of imagination and knowledge to challenge
the system and eriticize politics and education. Current senior teachers will not
pressure new teachers to join the union as it used to be, and discussion time is
limited amongst teachers. Indeed, we are too busy 1o be able to participate in
meetings held by unions. In addition there is no protection for salaries when you
go on strike in a labor union.

In addition, there is not much daily conversation between teachers because
of overwork. With declining student numbers, teacher numbers have also
reduced —however the size of mnning a school is the same. And meanwhile
more lasks like (.‘UT!(.‘NP(JIldt.‘I e, pl;lnuillg disaster prevention, tesl mztl;ing,
report documents (bullying investigations), and information disclosure to the
administration and Ministry of Education have increased. While the government
decided to tackle many issues, the actual work is in our hands, decreasing the
time we spend with children. If the government makes promises, then | say
increase the munber of teachers. We should have more class time with children
in order to recognize their changes, but they control children directly by taking
away the time from teachers, it is very smart. If teachers don't recognize this fact,
evervthing will be cormupted.

The national tests for elementary and junior high school students put forward
by the Ministry of Education must add new pressure to children. How do
theyreact to it?

Every school must conduct nationwide achievemenl examns under new
regulations, which resulted in competition between schools, prefecture to
prefecture, based on the student scores. The government conducts detailed
surveys on each schools placement, then eventually requests to change
text books; political influence on education. Also, overemphasis on high-
performance especially to the exam may cause the standardization of education
much more than current situation that junior high school already have exam
based system for competing for high school. Problems will arise, like teachers
sprouting competitive attitudes based on worries of future prospects, and may
exclude lower score students from taking exams.  (Interview with junior high teacher)

Public service has been deregulated especially in bigger cities; what is the
relation of private business to public education?

Although elementary, junior and senior highschoolin Japan was built with public
funding, lately there has been an increase on several fronts of private companies
entering the administration of public schools. Corporations became able to
establish schools through deregulation of school administrations by the Koizumi
government. Around 10 years ago, Toyota, Central Japan Railway and several

other companies invested to build a joint junior and senior high school aiming
to produce a high perfonmance workforce. Afterward schools send students off
1o famous universities or an overseas school. ‘This specializes in bringing up an
elite, and expensive school fees limit the students to those financially capable.

I addition, the number is growing of children going to private supplementary
school. In these establishments, lessons happen ahead of regular classes and
children study well, while regular schools became places to play with friends
and review the materials from the supplementary school. In this way, public
school becomes hollowed out. Furthennore, there are some examples where
private supplementary schools organize administrations in preparation for
building schools, and some local educational board is willing to apply the private
path to build a new type of school system. Naturally, though it has influence,
I don't think the private supplementary school should be connected to public
education system.

Also lately the mumber of private schools is growing; Waseda and Ritsumeikan
both made elementary schools. While public schools close down due to
decreasing munbers of children, private schools absorb a class that is unsatisfied
with the regular school system and willing to pay expensive fees. In general,
students and parents demand quality of education because Japanese education
is ultimately programimed for the university entrance exams. Under this situation,
public and private schools created an educational gap due to an economic gap.
Japan used Lo be a rich country, but 1,500,000 children receive student aid in
Japan, which is 15% of elementary and junior high school students. In Sapporo, |
in 3 students receives school aid in one area, Weak social security, and an increase in
working poor and part time workers: all facts with negative influences on education.

(Interview with Hokkaido University professor Teshiro Yokoi on education politics)

Truancy is increasing in competitive Japanese society. How has it been
happening and is there any social support system outside of school?
Children, especially those in junior high school, are subject to intense selection
processes through overemphasis on exam results. Students with high scores head
toward the elite while struggling stucents express this through truancy, which is a
silent protest for extreme pressure. Student absentecism, at first simply seen as a
choice to not attend, was widely recognized as a social problem in the 1980s, but
has only increased the year 2000,
Looking back, in the 1950s, after the war, Japan was in a period of confusion in
which education policies were reanalyzed, national themes furthenmore took
place in the context of a social and humanitatian project. Meanwhile, original
school curricula were made by teachers onsite. In the 1960s, teachers unions
and organizations had enough power so that schools were selfl governed.
Once the Japanese social image was clear and bubble economy took off, the
dictating of education took shape. As these movements pressed onward, and
as some institutions got a reputation for unruly behaviour in the 1970s, school
became a place of control. Although between the govermment and ministry of
education, individual schools resisted, during this time the attitude of commaons
had shifted toward authority as a result of examination pressure. It was an
attitude that infiltrated into individual students, and the competition for survival
was inaugurated. In the 1980s and 90s, rough schools were calmed down but
instead the truancy problem emerged; instead of expressing opposition through
disorderly behaviour, student refusal went silent. On the other hand, problems of
bullying became serious at this time.
Children who left school after long absences and avoided socicly became
isolated, as the outside management and responsibility of school and teachers
had been the only third party for them. In this situation, two new directions
appeared; youth care that supports reengagement into school systems, and
support for life long survival. In Sapporo, there are many free schools, NPOs
and youth support centers that receive children to help them reengage with
society. The public recognition of these youth centers that also accommodate
akids room has been changing drastically. These places of leaming hold various
generations from infancy to late 20s, to lake care of them together. Itis important
that locals exercise self-governance to decide their own programs and financial
sel-determination, Instead of policies trickling top-down into society, social
issues are resolved within the local community — this approach, with the support
of the government, is necessary in order to build an inter-dependent socicty.
(Interview with Hokkaido University professor Takashi Miyazaki about youth support)
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Tokyo's rise as the center of Japan means that populations,
careers, culture, power, all become re-entrenched in the center.
The effects of this urban concentration on national policies,
including the negotiations around the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
expose the huge divisions between peripheries and the city.
Disconnection marks the relationship. We spoke with Hokkaido
University Professor of Politics Endo Ken about how this affects
the debate.
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Tokyo Dream
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How does Tokvo understand the benefits of TPP?
They simply emphasize the importance of having cheaper imported goods,
which translates as pro-TPP, and they don't want to pay any subsidies to the
peripheries. [ was bom in Tokyo, | know the Tokyo mind, and that isn't the
part [am proud of! They dontwant to pay for other places. They just say, “why
don't you have your own independent lives?” Because they pay a lot every
year.
How developed is that opinion? Is there a political movement behind it?
There are a lot of second and third generation politicians in Tokyo; their whole
lives are associated with the Tokvo urban rise: Koizumi, Abe, and even Kanand
Hatoyama. | just caine actoss some astounding data: the urban populations of
London and Paris have been somewhat constant for the last 65 vears, with
about 15% of the entire national populations. Over the same 65 years, Tokyo
has doubled, from 15% to 30%. So it’s just a huge concentration of everything,
population, wealth, information, careers. But compared to London and Paris,
why do we have to have that huge concentration? And let’s remember Tokyo
has the birth rate of 109, which is lower than Singapore and South Korea.
Japan’s national figures are 134, which is already very low. The stress point is
somewhere around 2.1 or something, to achieve replacement and factoring in
some deaths. So this imbalance is heading toward disaster, and to reverse this
trend, we need to have some industries on the periphery and local sides—
which they tend to destrov.
Is that because people work too hard in Tokyo?
Yes, that’s a principle reason, because young couples don't have time to make
babies. Before, at least the wife would have a little bit more time in the house.
Now; both the man and woman need to go work to eam money, with more
than half the jobs being of the unstable type. It not the traditional Japanese
family, that is already passé.
Are you saving it's more lifestvle related? Or does it have something to do
with policy changes of govemment?
That’s also part of the reason. with implications for the social security net,
welfare, less subsidies for kindergartens and nurseries. It easy to make a baby,
but not as easy to raise one! The social cost is very high in Japan, and espeudﬂ\
in Tokvo; vou don't have enough time, money or facilities.

How does the foreign workforce figure into these movements? Do they live
in specific areas and do specific work?

Notvery much. The entire foreign populations, including the largest groups of
Koreans, Chinese, Indonesians, Filipinos, etc. is only 2%, maximum. They are
spread around, but there are some concentrations in the Kanto area. The work
that is relevant in Hokkaido is manual labor, for example in dairies or shelling
ovsters, which isnt popular with voung Japanese people. The “trainee”
category was created by the Japanese immigration office some 35 vears ago.
so officially speaking, those companies are training those employees. But its
pennanent training; and in effect fills the hole of labor shortage. And they still
manage to debate whether Japan is open for inunigrants or not! When its
happened already; however the time span is limited to 3 years. In the Tohoku
area, you also have the same immigrant-as-traimee labor forces, as the fisheries
sector heavily depends on these peaple; onlyrecently they have had to rely on
Filipino and Indonesian nursery workers and care workers. The huge aging
problem is coupled with ﬂlcﬁctﬁntwlﬁ)gp:ople don’t want to eng:lge in
heavy, difficult work.

ccmmucmnesﬁlatf\besgownmﬁ

':is_;m_ahckdfmﬂzissedmwiﬂchisatthem.m\&

increasing demand! We will have the Tokyo Olyimpics, and you can expect a
lot of infrastructure nvestment, as well as hotels and spillover effects. Plus, the
traditional topic like care workers. So they are trying to make a package that is
not referred to as immigrants, but limited-time foreign workers, with a limit of
something like 7 vears whereupon we will kick themn out. [ am generally rather
positive about foreigners, but the current government is so opportunistic and
so utilitarian r&bdl'dlllé‘ s these foreign workers, just to fill the hole. They aren't
treated as humans. Of course, the govermment is denying the right of these
workers to bring their families, limiting their rights to stay after getting some
license or decent, stable life here.

Would there be any effects from the TPP on outsourcing production?

| think it would accelerate the process of outsourcing Japanese industries. But
that already happened over the past 20-30 years. It already accelerated during
the bubble period and appreciation of the yen. This prompted the Japanese
industries to go abroad. That trend wasn't reversed. I think they anticipate
another period of ven appreciation. Its not a national economy anymore at
all; the industries’ interests don't line up with the national interests, and that
gap has only widened.

How does this neoliberalization relate to the conservative, nationalist
ideology, for example the one that is driving Abe’s government? It is hard to
understand the balance.

The structural reforms are accelerating so that they would attract more
investment from neighbouring countries, and the shrinking population
means a shrinking domestic market. They need to be more competitive
intemationally The growing marketization and the resulting fluidity make
compatriots nervous about the meaning of their lives, as they are unavoidably
treated as market instruments. Nationalism conveniently serves to fill the
vacuuimn.

If you had to make some predictions for Japan or especially Hokkaido
about visible changes, what would they be?

Though its not just because of TPP, I think TPP would accelerate the demise
of Hokkaido, which is like a microcosm of Japan. Sapporo has had the same
degree of concentration, taking people, talent, wealth, from the periphery of
Hokkaido to the city, where you have fewer and fewer babies. TPP would hit
the already weak local industrial bases; Tokyo people also don't have a sense
about this. That would result in many many ghost towns. If you visit those
futuristic ghost towns nearby; for instance Suttsu, there are only old people, no
young people. Over the past I5 years, the population has halved, and one by
one the infrastructure disappears: The junior high, the hospital are gone, the
post office will soon disappear, though the boxes may remain. That’s the future
of Hokkaido’s local areas. We had a workshop on this a week ago. Going into
the details, Kushiro, Kitami, Hakodate would be the losers; they may attract
some of the youth, though they would lose far more young people, especially
women, to the city. In those places, less than half of those women in their 20s
and 30s would remainin those smaller cities in 2040. Firstreasonis jobs; second
is education; and then there are no men with decent incomes, no facilities
for raising kids. (Even in Tokyo, there may be more of those places, but you
can't get in!) There is some hope—for instance Obihiro and Nakashibetsu
have something that has kept the younger generations; we have to find
out what. Obihiro has a good, sound industry based on agriculture: wheat
and other things hke relaled mdustnes like chocoiataw cookles—\nalue




With the recent reinterpretation of Japan's peace constitution,
the competitive attitude between nations reemerges as a
troubling parallel to competitive society. TPP Museum Guide
asked Hokkaido University Professar Philip Seaton for his views
and some historical context.
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How would vou deseribe the relation of the military to the rest of civil
society in Hokkaido?

Hokkaido hosts something of the order of 40% of total SDF (Self-Defence
Forces) ground forces. You have a difference between communities
that are dependent on a base for their broader economic livelihood and
cominunities that aren't, so can take a freer role in supporting or criticizing
the military on purely ideological grounds.

Do you have a sense of what direction itwill go in Hokkaido, for instance,
will a renewed emphasis on the military mean increased investment
here?

[ don't think so. The recent collective self-defence reinterpretation is
basically a slide toward revising the constitution. Abe can't go the full leap
now: he doesn't have the mandate or support. So he just went for a lower
grade reinterpretation. Given that Article 9 renounced the possession
of war capability, Article 9 got ripped up in 1954 with the creation of the
SDF, in my view. But the basic military allergy remains strong amongst the
Japanese people, and [ don't think there’s any danger of Japan invading other
countries as it did in the 1930s and 1940s. However, it’s about keeping the
genie in the bottle. You only need an incident to spark something off. You
only need one or two deaths to get a few thousand people saying “we need
to militarize more,” and then another accidental death or two, or even a
plane getting shot down over the Senkaku Islands to push it along way in the
wrong direction. My understanding of military psychology, when combined
with nationalistic sentiment, is that amybody can be pushed. Anybody can
go down the path of extreine violence if they are put in a comer. The key
is avoiding going down the path in the first place. I don't think that Japan is
a special case here and despite pacifist sentiment now is capable of going
down the path of war again if pushed.

But when you interpret self-defence as collective, if you tie it to the
United States, they are basically always at war. ..

[ don’t think Abe is thinking of sending troops to the front line to fight
alongside America in places like Afghanistan. The Japanese people wouldn't
stand for that. The real danger is the Senkaku Islands. Or if a North Korean

missile test goes wrong and a missile lands on a Japanese town.

I guess in both cases, in China and North Korea, there is a lot that is
historically entrenched, but also with China there is a lot of economic
rationale there?

With China, the irony is that if the temitorial issue was shelved, both countries
would save a huge amount of money. What we have is national pride and
emotion trumping any kind of econormic or military rationality:

You don't see it as a containment strategy, being pushed by the US
maybe? That might perhaps link these military changes to the trade
deals, this is what we are trying to figure out.

What America is getting out of it is the sense of regional crisis, which in turn
provides a rationale for keeping their bases here. If in East Asia everyone

worked together to resolve historical issues and create an Asian Union along
the lines of the European Union, what would be the point of having these
bases? For Amnerica, there has to be a conflict, otherwise, it's “Marines Go
Home."* Anather theory, and one which | personally find very intriguing, is
that reinoving all American bases would actually make Japan a much safer
place, because what it would do is force a bilateral settlement on all issues,
between Korea-Japan and China-Japan. In any conflict between China and
America, or North Korea and America, the very presence of American bases
makes Japan a target. But, Ainerica is not going to withdraw its basis on those
grounds, so it just remains a hypothesis.

Did you see the recruiting ad featuring the AKB 48 girl?

The idea of the SDF using manga and popular culture to appeal to
particular people is just a toned down version of the “chicks with machine
guns” recruiting posters that you get in other places. The bigger reality is that
in a place like Hokkaido that isi't as economically prosperous as the rest of
Japan, the military can be an appealing job opportunity. As a soldier, you are
a koumuin (govenment worker). Its a safe job as long as you aren’t being
sent to a war zone, and as long as the expectation is that you will be involved
in disaster relief and a few war games, perhaps putting on a nice military
display from time to time. People are thinking a kowrmuin is better than
being unemployed. Particularly in Hokkaido, its a much more accepted
profession because so many of these communities are reliant on the bases. |
don't think that means Hokkaido is rampantly militarist. Military and civilian
society have a higher level of interdependence here.

I am interested in why the TPP, which binds the country to trans-national
rules, is being pushed by a nationalist administration?

[ have not followed TPP particularly closely, but I think it links into military
issues —Abe needs that strong support from America regarding what he
wants to do with the constitution. America was supportive of both the
Secrets Act and the revision to the interpretation of the Constitution. I think
Abe is doing a bit of horse trading. Secondly, if you look at Abe’s policies,
he is going for enriching big corporate Japan, not for enriching small-
medium company Japan. The agricultural sector in Japan is not as big
and powerful enough today to make as big a difference at the election as
it used to. Hokkaido is a bit of an exception with large scale farming and
specialist fanns, compared to the small grandpa and grandina family fanns
(particularly rice growers) in the rest of Japan. Maybe Abe has decided that
Hokkaido isi’t an important electoral area for him, and just lets it go. What
he really needs s for big corporate Japan to succeed with the cheap yen and
lower barriers to trade, and as long as he keeps that key voter group happy,
he can afford to lose a few votes. He's a politician. He does his maths. The
protests to Article 9 in front of the Diet: he tums a deaf ear; those weren't
people who voted for him and they never will. They can wave their placards
as long as they like. .. aslong as it does't swell to hundreds of thousands of
people_ (Discussion held July 23rd, 2014 at Hokkaido University:)

“the name afa ﬁhnByFuitt’mhﬁinldhisa,andaf&le bvKageyama Asako, compiled, edited and
translated by Plilip Seaton on Japan Focus: hifp:/Aswwijapanfocus.org/-kageyama-asako/3335
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On September 7th, 2014, TPP
Museum hosted a T-ball game
at Odori High School. Among
participants were students from
elementary, junior and high schools,
parents, artists, architects, gallerists,
and a giant tomato character called
“Tomapin.” The Pro-TPP team
beat the Anti-TPP team 24 to 20.
Afterward, over a light lunch from
the TPP Museum Garden, we had
an open discussion about the three
taboo topics in Japanese society:
politics, religion, and baseball.
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On September 14th, 2014 TPP Museum hosted the first TIY 48 World Dog
Contest at Tenjinyara. A total of 23 dogs signed up, with 18 showing up to
flaunt their qualities on game day. TTY 48 is the latest edition in the reality talent
compelition genre. Most of these dogs would not nonmally get a chance to enter
the high stakes breed shows, so like the AKB 45 girls, T]Y 48 shares a connection

to the concerns of average sociehy. All dogs received an award title, homemade

TPP Museum dog biscuits as well as vanity portraits. Chosen by popular vote, the
grand prize of “most appealing” was lied between the Shiba Inu “Titchy” from the

Tenjinvamaarea and the Italian grevhound “Hanako” from Fuknzumi.
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Tomapm, Hasumi, Asan, Tamiko Mackawa,
Sakaguchi Chiaki, Okada, Isshi,
\ako Iwama, Hasegawa, Yagna, Mikio
Saito, Kurada. Cohta Asano, Michael Yuen,
Rosanma Catterall. Wakabayashi. Thank vou!
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