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hat is the farmer of the future?

We see momentum pushing toward different directions:
toward larger, more industrialized scales integrated into the global
food system on one hand, and on the other toward more intense
engagement by small producers and local agriculture.

The Trans-Pacific Partnership bas only made bolder an existing con-
tradiction. Inan mterview with Kitami Farmers Union leader Shimizu
we discussed the difficulties of reflecting a common position among
the major farming organizations in Hokkaido in 2014:
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Communist Party). So because these three organizations’ political
statements are different, people say that the farmers’ organization is
weak. We are all against TPP but politically different so we cannot
make a big movernent. () All three have the same opinion against
TPP. though each group conducts their meetings and demonstra-
tions on their own. Therefore we won't unite and make a big move-
ment against the pro-TPP groups, and the mass media will also not
cover the stories. They only mention that the TPP creates antago-
nism between agriculture and the economy; no mention about the
rage from the public.

Our Farmers Union is anon-profit organization. Japan Agricultureis g representational failure seems to point toward a crisis in the

a profit organization. Ours (related to the Democratic party) is only
internal to Hokkaido, but JA (related to the Conservative party) is all
over Japan, as well as the Nouminren (farmers union related to the
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lives of farmers, but perhaps what it reveals is there is no single
definition of what a fanmer s.
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After World War ll, Japan was
100% self-sufficient in terms
of food; at the present time, it
is somewhere below 40%. The
TPP Museum spoke with farm-
er Raymond Epp from Menno
Village in Naganuma for some
insight. Among his striking il-
lustrations of the speed of the
changes:

From 1960 to 1965, nearly all
of Japan's 900 local oil press-
es closed, as subsidies for
rape seed were cut and cheap
grains from North America
flooded in off the freight ships
returning from bringing over
“made In Japan” products. By
the 1990s, 100% of Japan's
cooking oil was pressed from
foreign ol seeds. Raymond
is the only farmer restarting
ol production in Naganuma,
which alone used to boast 9
presses.

Within a history of such rapid
changes to agriculture, it is clear
that shifts aren't only pushed by
natural or random circumstanc-
es. Policy has driven much of
Japan's agricultural develop-
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e nnported 'ieel:l'i chermicals or TERIEES JA'is against
‘I'PP 5o that they can control seeds, the chemicals, rather than allow-

ing some foreign company todo it. Fhe} want o doit themselves and

_ exploit fanmers themselves.
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'ﬁ.— Anindividual farmer can’t do it, but if there are new kinds of allianc-
es, it could make some huge differences. I was thinking of a historical
example, to compare fo how JA is setting up Hokkaido restaurants
and shops in Los Angeles. In Canada, where I was living in the 1990s,
‘when NAFTA was passed, the prairie provinces all had their pool ele-

- watorswhere the farmers sold their grain together to the grain compa-
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ies, The; ﬁm_‘pose of creating,

IETBDT, £ 5L 5488
ﬂ\ﬁU‘&:UUtUﬂ‘ B0

;_gomgames were exglmhng tlif; farmers. WhenIN&FI’A was passed :

%I The System

CUFEL R EM, FHORE, XL —2 7 2 HR—IVICRi T 5851
BARAHD, W H LI ABURRRISTPPICHLIEE WS TEE. T Dia
BADUCHERUDN VDAL, G LTPPOEIS LICHE, £ DRFE
HMAOH R, 572 —PRERNES SUVGEIZFTIAZNTT
TEGCHSMATESL SRS, fele. CTTTNIEIEM ICRIGIT. &
{E¥IE, TDWHASAMDEDIICITILIIEES, D F Rl TEDHE
WA S ZADWECGESH, §ATYEIXOEDTHIEEHREICEY,
JAMERERDIHIC, AN KRB IR LT HL A 51T
A hBEE S LI 5, FUAFTEEDLSEAEDOR Y b
RREDHEDTONTLS, 2 0 0 0 FEDIELHDE, BERGHOERIC
TODHEAS R T DO I TOD{LF IR E DD 1 E ER BN T >~
77— bAEL T, COBEE RRICEILRREMETRICEY
PREV (COREOHEEIMLIEIDELDE GHNRBELTES
Lo)o R—LAN=JIlE, [CDY T ML HETERENTEES N
AN [COTOT S LEBHEMATES AL BRICENET J&
FEDNTOEWL. ZOZBZUE. BABTH. BNBA BR. TAOHH#E
L e DG ETANTNZNZICETEREDTHY, EERICADTA
LEWHFEONSOERTSELTLS.

T-ENIE WEARERUEZ 1 0 0 %HEHREESIHFANEFLEA
TWETh,

R:ESPTHERD BT ODH FNEBDI DI DH 7D LIk A
ABEEBTHITBAMB BB LEBLITUEL, £ 2113, BRI
PREFEL TR MO ;ﬁlrﬁ’&%‘#ﬂ@ﬁﬂ?ﬁ

AT

gl:ttlng to thc pmnt that there aren tenough peop e to run the equip-
ment. The combines are just continually harvesting, and there is a
trailer that just unloads the combine because it would be too costly to
stop the process. Now it is possible to remote-control that tractor and
trailer that's driving beside the combine. At Okayama University, they
were working at robotic agriculture for Japan. At that time in the early

; rmIIennmm they were ﬂgunng our how to quantify the fannex’s de-
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Together with local residents, a number of farmers and
NPQOs in an area of Sapporo have begun to plan the agricul-
tural action of the future. Considering the current Japanese
agricultural dilemma of the shortage of successors for aging
workers, local farmers play a key role in examining a way out
by involving self sufficient people and neighbors. We inter-
viewed an organizer about the initial stages of the project.

There is a policy being promoted by the government called “Agriculture
into the sixth-order Industrialization” to encourage the creation of new in-
dustries that use local resources to integrate processing and sales. Involving
agriculture, forestry and fishery production, its aim is to ensure employment
and income, and to build a society where children and young people can be
settled in the village. (Paraphrase of the official release. )

This has started operating under the Ministry of Economy; and of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries. Might it be an opportunity to survive from the
current difficult agricultural situation? Moreover, these days, no matter how
TPP tums out. there are some farmers who view its trajectory as unstoppa-
ble. Some Kitami and Tokachi-area farmers in Hokkaido launched a cor-
porate structure toward large scale fanming by individual farms buying off
land from those farmers who gave up farming. This is not our model —the
scale of farms cannot be expanded here due to successor shortages and ur-
ban sprawl, but the “Agriculture into the Sixth-order” is not a bad idea for
continuing— for instance. establishing a readvmade food production plant,
or stable educational initiatives where farmers teach students directly—

our collection

Upcoming events include:
July 6™, 2014 @ Tenjiyama: Somen slide // TPP Museum with
July 27, 2014 @ Tenjiyama: Competitive World Dog Show

Events wi

Tokui Bank

Il be posted regularly at www.ippmuseum.com

SBOAmA—
Sponsors

Maeda Family (Avaka, Hibiki. Akiko),
Akira Kawashima, Tamiko Maekawa,
Ichan, Isshi, Tomoko Chiba, Kobayashi
Farm, Yagiya, 203gow, Maiko Saito,
Kurada. Thank you!
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we started to get active around it. Until now farmers have been able to feed
their own by obeving agricultural policy and agricultural cooperatives, but
now they face a predicament—the end of agriculture? What was all the
effort by ourselves and our ancestors? If we stop farming, land becomes
rough; it is sold b piece by piece and becomes a scrapyard. This is not fair!
One solution would be to somehow halt this ending; it would be to extend
the framework of traditional agriculture and necessarily take root in society
rather than expand the scale of farming. Agriculture is deeply involved with
conservation and maintenance of the environment. When we consider en-
during and sustainable agriculture, we would like to make an effort tease out
the blossom by utilizing this area’s characteristics. I think it will take time, but
we will cooperate with a variety of people to bring it forth into reality.
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July 27th: Dog Show
Register your dog for our
friendly Tenjinyama dog
competition!

http://yakiincya net




